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SUPERFUND:  BUNKER HILL/COEUR D’ALENE SITE

QUESTION:  Why is human exposure at the Bunker Hill/Coeur d’Alene Site not under control?


ANSWER:


· The Site is identified as “Human Exposure Not Under Control” by EPA’s Superfund program because of human exposure to hazardous levels of lead and arsenic via residential soils, house dust, and drinking water.  Areas affecting human health receive highest priority for cleanup.  The Site’s vast size and high levels of contamination in this very large and complex mining area mean that cleanup will take several decades, but many of the worst areas have been addressed.

· In 2007, IDEQ remediated about 500 Basin residential and commercial properties with funding from EPA.  This brings the total Basin residential properties cleaned up over the last three years to about 1600.  In 2008, an additional 400 residential properties are expected to be remediated. 


BACKGROUND

· In the Bunker Hill Box communities, about 3,200 residential properties (i.e., residential yards, commercial properties, and road shoulders) have been cleaned up and 17 contaminated drinking water wells have been closed.  The Upstream Mining Group is getting close to being certified complete for the remediation of Populated Areas in the Bunker Hill Box. 

· EPA is working with the Coeur d’Alene Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission to implement the 2002 Bunker Hill Record of Decision for the Coeur d’Alene Basin (Basin).

· In the Upper Basin, EPA worked closely with the IDEQ and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management to complete cleanup of the Constitution mine and mill site.  EPA also completed the Golconda and Rex mine and mill site cleanups in 2007.  Remedial design for the U.S. Bureau of Mines site, near the community of Osburn, continues.

· In the Lower Basin, EPA has started remedial design of the second phase of the conversion of farmland to waterfowl wetland habitat (the Schlepp property).  EPA completed remedial action of the first phase (East Field) in 2007.  Asarco Trust monies are funding this work.  Once completed (expected in 2009), the project will establish 400 acres of safe waterfowl feeding habitat.   The Natural Resource Trustees will follow with restoration activities.

QUESTION:  Why are the mining companies not performing cleanup at the Bunker Hill/Coeur d’Alene Site?

ANSWER:

· Hecla Mining Company, which has significant liability associated with the site, has expressed some interest in reaching a settlement.  EPA is interested in working with Hecla to reach settlement, but continues to move forward with enforcement activities, as well, in the event that settlement negotiations are unsuccessful.

· ASARCO is unable to perform work at the Site due to bankruptcy.  EPA recently (September 2007) resolved its claims with ASARCO related to the Bunker Hill Box Populated Areas Consent Decree and litigated its Basin-wide claims in an estimation hearing before the Bankruptcy Court overseeing ASARCO’s bankruptcy.  The Court has not yet estimated EPA’s Basin claim. There have been recent settlement discussions related to the Basin claim that indicate that Basin claims may be resolved consensually.  Whether the claim is resolved through a settlement or court order, EPA does not anticipate any recovery until after ASARCO’s Plan of Reorganization is approved.  

· EPA has settled with the other PRPs and used the settlement funds to perform cleanup activities at the Site.


BACKGROUND:


.  

· There have been discussions with the State of Idaho over its difficulty meeting the 10 percent cost-share and long-term operations and maintenance obligations required under CERCLA.  Operation costs of the Central Water Treatment Plant have yet to transition to the state.  Azteca Gold Corporation has just signed an option agreement to purchase the Bunker Hill Mine which must be exercised on or before March, 20, 2008.  In the coming months, EPA will be in discussion with the company.




